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Having finished his course of philosophy in 1621, he was sent to
teach the schools of humanity at Billom, Auch, and Puy; in which employ
he spared no application for the assistance of his scholars, both in their
studies and in exciting them to virtue, loving them as a tender mother
does her children, and being beloved and reverenced by them as a saint.
He was particularly diligent in procuring them all relief in sickness, and
by his prayers obtained the sudden recovery of one whose life was despaired
of; but he was most sensible to their spiritual infirmities. Being informed
of a grievous sin committed by one of them, he burst into a torrent of
tears, and after a short recollection he made, in the transport that had
seized him, so pathetic a discourse to his scholars on the severity of God's
judgments that the terrors with which it struck their minds never forsook
them their whole lives after, as several of them used to say. The edifying
example, simplicity, humility, modesty, and penitential air of the master
was a most moving and continual sermon to them; and such was the
powerful influence it had that they were visibly distinguished from others
by the regularity of their lives. To solicit the blessings of heaven for them,
he always spent some time at the foot of the altar before he entered the
school and implored the assistance of their angel guardians in their behalf.
His union with God was perpetual; and from hence flowed his other virtues,
particularly his saintly exterior comportment. To animate himself in spirit,
notwithstanding the fatigues of his employment, he added many other
devotions to the daily hour's meditation and other prayers enjoined by
the rules of the Society. He often begged leave of the superior to make
extraordinary communions besides those that were regular in the house;
and having obtained it, broke out in transports of joy, which testified his
insatiable desire of, and the great comfort he received from, that divine
food. He prepared himself to receive it by private austerities and public
humiliations, and by spending a great part of the night before in the
church. On Sundays and holidays he continued to instruct the poor
people with wonderful unction and fruit, and, even in his familiar con-
versation, turned all to some spiritual advantage. After he had taught
the lower classes seven years, two at Billom, one at Auch, and four at Puy,
he began the study of divinity at Toulouse in 1628, in which, by his
assiduity and the pregnancy of his wit, he made an uncommon progress;
yet, out of a fear of applause, he sought to make himself contemptible
by an unaffected simplicity and pretended ignorance. In the vacation,
at the time which the students spent in their country house for the neces-
sary relaxation of their mind, Regis withdrew into private places to converse
with God almost the whole day; and in the night, after a short sleep he
arose and stole secretly into the domestic chapel; which a companion
having discovered and informed the superior thereof, he received this
answer, " Interrupt not the sweet communications of that angel with God."